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Congratulations on the Purchase of Your New Sage Reel
Utilizing state-of-the-art manufacturing, our Sage 4600 Series reel 
is designed with a commitment to quality and performance that is 
a hallmark of all Sage products.

The Sage 4600 Series reels are made from aerospace-grade 
aluminum. Strong yet lightweight, they are built for a lifetime of smooth, 
problem free performance. The reels feature a unique, offset 3:1 
gear reduction drag system and a numbered, repeatable adjustment 
knob for consistent operation in all conditions. Self-lubricating drive 
gears and sealed carbon fiber drag washers ensure the reels remain 
unaffected by sand, dunking or blistering runs over time.

The 4600 Series reels feature a curved large-arbor design for 
maximum line capacity, faster line retrieve, more consistent drag 
and reduced line coiling. This design also adds strength and 
rigidity while reducing weight. On a traditional small-arbor reel, the 
drag increases as the diameter of the line on the spool decreases. 
This increased drag can sometimes break off fish or snap light 
tippets. Since the diameter does not change significantly when 
line is removed from a large-arbor reel, accordingly the drag does 
not change significantly. The one revolution drag knob enables 
quick, accurate setting whether it is decreasing drag for stripping 
or increasing pressure for fighting fish. 
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Care and Maintenance
• The Sage 4600 Series reels are designed to last a lifetime 
but require some basic maintenance. Periodically apply a drop 
of high-quality reel lubricant on the spindle and “O”-Ring. 

• Regular cleaning to remove dirt or grit will provide years of 
optimum performance. To clean the reel, rinse with cool fresh 
water and dry, especially after use in saltwater. 

• When not in use, reduce the drag pressure to the lowest setting 
and store in the neoprene reel case away from extreme heat.

Spool Removal (see illustration)
The Sage 4600 series reels feature a unique, simple yet 
reliable “O”-Ring system to secure the spool. To remove the 
spool, place your index fingers on the inside of the rear spool 
flange and your thumbs close to the center, outside of the 
rear spool flange, as shown in the illustration. Press firmly 
and evenly with your thumbs to release the spool from the 
“O”-Ring. Do not remove the spool by pulling it off from the 
front of the reel, as this may damage the groove that retains 
the “O”-Ring.

Reinstalling the Spool
To reinstall the spool, slide the spool down over the spindle until 
it comes to rest on the “O”-Ring. Press down until you feel the 
spool slide over the “O”-Ring and click into position.  Turn the 
spool a couple of times to ensure that it is properly seated. 

Retrieve Conversion
Your reel has been set at the factory for left-hand retrieve.  
To convert your reel to right-hand retrieve, follow these steps:

1. Remove the spool as described.
2. Position the reel so that the drag gear is facing you.
3. Remove the drag gear by putting the tips of your index and 

2nd finger of both hands behind the drag gear and lifting 
the gear towards you.  The gear can also be removed by 
placing a small coin underneath the gear and pressing 
down on the outer edge of the coin.  Note position of the 
clutch bearing inside.

4. Turn the reel over and tap the case.  The clutch bearing will 
slide out.

5. To change the direction to right-hand retrieve, replace the 
clutch bearing on the shaft with the bearing number up.

6. Replace drag gear by aligning with the clutch bearing, push 
and snap into position.


